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September 2019                                       
 

Southwest School 
340 Litchfield Street, Torrington, CT 06790 

http://torringtonsouthwest.ss16.sharpschool.com/  

T: 860-489-2311 Fax: (860) 489-2324 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

    

• September 10: PTO Ice 
Cream Social; 5:00 to 
7:00 PM 

• September 25: Board 
of Ed Meeting at THS; 
6:00 PM 

• September 19:  PLC 
Day; Early Dismissal; 
1:35 PM 

• September 26:  
Welcome Back Night; 
5:30 to 7:30 PM; this 
1:10 PM dismissal only 
occurs on this date 

• September 30:  School 
Picture Day 
  

  
 
  

  

  

 

 
 

  

Southwest School is so fortunate to have 

wonderful neighbors who also model our theme 

of “Care for Self; Care for Others.”  Thank you to 

Charlotte Hungerford Hospital staff, Baroco Corp 

and the Family Resource Center for their 

generous donation of school supplies for our staff 

and students. 

      

http://torringtonsouthwest.ss16.sharpschool.com/
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We would also like to thank Staples for their thoughtful donation to two of our 

teachers.  The goodie bags were delivered through the kindness of our 

wonderful Torrington Police officers.   Pictured below with Officer Richardson 

are two of our new teachers, Mrs. Krystal Wall and Miss Amanda Warchol.   

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder: If your child is in 

need of cough drops, a parent 

note stating that it is okay for your 

child to have cough drops in 

school is needed.  No doctor’s 

note is required.  Parents are 

responsible for providing the 

cough drops, and just like all 

medications, the cough drops will 

be kept in the nurse’s office.   For 

safety reasons, cough drops are 

not given to students at recess, 

during gym or for bus rides. 
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Hello Southwest Dragon Families, 

We have had a wonderful start to the school year and are enjoying getting acquainted with our new 

students and reconnecting with our returning students.  It is so nice to have the enthusiasm and energy 

back in our building after our summer break.   

Our theme continues to be: Care for Self, Care for Others.  How we all treat each other is important.  Each 

one of us has the ability to be kind and we need to spread that contagious spirit of kindness.  We are seeing 

wonderful examples of your children demonstrating caring acts every day.  Please continue to encourage 

your children to show their best selves to their peers, their teachers, and to themselves.    

This year our school days are on a five-day rotation, Days A, B, C, D, E.  This creative scheduling helps when 

we share staff members between schools.  Your children were informed by their classroom teacher of the 

days they have their specials classes scheduled.  You can find a copy of the calendar with the rotation dates 

on our school website. 

Please check your student’s backpacks on a regular basis for any information being sent home.  School-

related forms will also be posted on our school website under BACKPACK NOTICES.  You will find this 

resource to be handy if your child states he or she misplaced a form.  You will be able to access the form 

directly from our website.  For cost efficiency of resources, we will continue to provide paper copies to 

students, yet parents will be able to access duplicate copies from the website if needed. 

Attendance is vital to a successful, enriched learning experience.  We are excited that we will be 

recognizing students with 100% attendance each month.  One hundred percent attendance is defined as 

being present 100% of the time, no tardies, no dismissals, no absences.  An excused absence, tardy or 

dismissal will not count towards 100% attendance.  Families are encouraged to schedule appointments 

outside of school hours whenever possible. 

A safety reminder to parents who may be bringing their children to school after our 8:40 AM start time.  

Please escort your child into the school and sign in at our main office. 

Looking forward to an amazing school year with your children.  Thank you for sharing them with us! 

Mary Ann C. Buchanan, Ed. D., Principal 
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Meet our Southwest Family 

          

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Merritt 
Library Media 

Specialist 

Mrs. Shea 
Social Worker 

Mrs. Todd 
Secretary 

Mr. Paganini 
Custodian 

Alicja Jancewicz; Cafeteria Manager, Melissa Roman; Colleen Hall & Stephanie Gillotti 
 

Cafeteria Staff 
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(Back Row: L to R:  Mrs. Schlapler; Mrs. Richtmeyer; Mrs. LaTulipe; Mrs. Dickinson; Mrs. 
Picz; Front Row: L to R:  Ms. Conforti; Mrs. Mathiesen; Mrs. Cook; Mrs. Rudnyai; Mrs. 

Valerio; Mrs. Stearns; Missing from photo: Mrs. Messenger; Mrs. Sabolik; Mrs. O’Connor 
 

Paraeducators 

Mrs. Svetz-
Juliano 

Numeracy Coach 

Mrs. Pollutro 
Literacy Coach 

Mrs. Vitali; Mrs. Nadolny; Mrs. Reynolds 
RTI Team (Response to Intervention) 
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Mr. Randall 
School Psychologist 

 
 

Mr. Mahar 
Physical Education 

Ms. Hwang 
Art 

Mrs. Castellano; Mrs. Hyatt 
Music  

Mrs. O’Donnell 
School Nurse 
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Mr. Mann; Mrs. Wall; Mrs. Driscoll; Miss Warchol; Mrs. Considine 
 

Special Education Teachers 
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Mrs. Yagid; Mrs. Lebel 
Shamrock Team – Grade 4 

Mrs. Melaragno; Mrs. Bruno; Mrs. Mooney 
Emerald Team – Grade 4 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 9 of 21 

   
 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Wollschlager; Mrs. Palladino 
Violet Team – Grade 5 

Miss Gorman; Mr. Parkhouse; Mrs. Alamo – long term 
substitute teacher for Mrs. Giampaolo 

Amethyst Team – Grade 5 
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We will have two early dismissals this month.  One for staff 

professional learning (9/19/19) and one for our Welcome Back 

Night (9/26/19) where you will meet your child’s teacher.  On 

September 19 dismissal time will be 1:35 PM.  This is the normal early 

dismissal time throughout the school year.  On September 26 our 

dismissal time will be 1:10 PM.  Please plan accordingly and we 

thank you in advance for your support and understanding.  

 

Mrs. Souss 
Translator 

Mrs. Paulino 
English Language Learners 

Mrs. Therrien 
Social Emotional 
Interventionist 
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New to this year is the link to our lunch menus found at https://torrington.nutrislice.com/ 

Also, checks submitted to pay a child's lunch account are made out to Torrington Lunch 

Program. 

Cookies .50 

Ice cream $1.00 

Premium Ice cream $1.50 

This hasn't changed, yet a friendly reminder: 

• Payments to your child's lunch account may be submitted online using 

MySchoolBucks.com by credit or debit card. 

 

• Payments may also be made here at Southwest by submitting cash or check 

made out to Torrington Lunch Program. Please include on the outside envelope, 

your child's first and last name, and the five-digit student ID.   

On Fridays your children may purchase ice cream and 

cookies on a cash only basis for 50 cents or a dollar, 

depending on choice of item.  If you wish to have your child 

use funds on your pre-paid account to purchase ice cream 

and cookies, please send a written note to school stating you 

give permission.  Thank you. 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 13 of 21 

   
 

 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 14 of 21 

   
 

 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 15 of 21 

   
 

 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 16 of 21 

   
 

 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 17 of 21 

   
 

 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 18 of 21 

   
 

 



   

Care for Self, Care for Others   Page 19 of 21 

   
 

                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

School picture day is September 30th   

Be sure to have your best Southwest smile on! 
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Opportunities that make the grade 

If you’ve ever considered working in an educational environment, this could be the perfect time 

to act. Kelly Educational Staffing is currently hiring talented individuals to work in the Torrington 

School District, earning full-time or part-time supplemental incomes.  Make a difference in your 

child’s school -and in your life - by connecting with us!   

Positions Available: 

• Substitute Teachers 

• Substitute Paraprofessionals 

Details: 

• Bachelor’s degree required for substitute teacher positions 

• High School diploma for substitute paraprofessional positions 

• Flexible scheduling 

• As part of preparation for potential employment as a substitute educator or paraprofessional, Kelly 

Educational Staffing ® offers free online professional training and development from TeacherMatch/Smart 

Practices.  

 

To find out more, contact: 

860.482.2178 

1753@kellyservices.com 

http://www.kellyeducationalstaffing.com/

