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December 2019                                       
 

Southwest School 
340 Litchfield Street, Torrington, CT 06790 

http://torringtonsouthwest.ss16.sharpschool.com/  

T: 860-489-2311 Fax: (860) 489-2324 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

• December 3 & 4 – PTO 
Holiday Store; 5:30 to 
7:00 PM 

• December 4:  Life 
Animated film at TMS 
at 5:30 PM 

• December 8 – 
Christmas Village 
Parade; 11:30 PM 

• December 12 – PLC 
Day- Early Dismissal  

• December 13 – 
Progress Reports 
distributed 

• December 16 to 20: 
School Spirit Week 

• December 19:  Winter 
Concert - TMS @ 7 PM 

• December 20:  Early 
Dismissal Day   

 

 

 
•  

 

Check out some of our amazing 

cafeteria staff members donning 

their new Torrington “T” holiday 

spice t-shirts with our “Rock-a-saurus 

Rex” Dragon. 

http://torringtonsouthwest.ss16.sharpschool.com/
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OCTOBER Dragons of the Month 

 

Students (Left to Right):  Grade 4 Jade Team – Charlie Stevens; 

Grade 4 Emerald Team – Cali Hoehne;    Grade 4 ShamrockTeam – 

Mackenzie Riggs; Grade 5 Amethyst Team - Madelyn Smulski; 

Grade 5 Violet Team – Samaira Chowdhury; Grade 5 Royal Purple 

Team -  Elizabeth Larobis  
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NOVEMBER Dragons of the Month 

 Students (Left to Right):  Grade 4 Shamrock Team – Julia Lopez; 

Grade 4 Jade Team – Gianna Maccione.;    Grade 4 Emerald Team 

– Rachel Miles; Grade 5 Amethyst Team – Emma Archer;                                          

Grade 5 Royal Purple Team - Nyana Rivera ; Grade 5 Violet Team – 

Jordan Murphy 

Each student received a Certificate of Appreciation and a 3-D printed Dragon 
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Practicing — is it worth the fight? 

You and your child are still near the beginning of your journey, but I’m sure one very 

important word has already become an integral part of your child’s music experience: 

PRACTICE.  Listen, few people like to practice — it’s like musical homework! 

I know that practicing can be a fight that you don’t want or need. I also know that most of 

you are not musicians and may not know how to help your child be successful in it. That’s 

ok. It’s not so much WHAT they practice, but THAT they practice, even if it is for just 10 

minutes. In your role as a parent, you can make a big difference when it comes to 

practicing. You don’t have to know anything about their instrument or about music. 

Helping your child set aside a regular, dedicated time for practice can have a dramatic 

effect on their trajectory as a musician! 

What does regular practice look like? For a beginner, shorter, frequent sessions are 

better. It takes time to develop the ability to practice in a focused, sustained manner. Set 

a schedule and try and stick to it so they develop a routine. As they work through their 

materials, prompt them with, “that was great… can I hear that again?” Or, “AWESOME! 

You should play that for your brother/sister/parent.” You will trick them into practicing 

without them even knowing it! Sneaky? Yes! But it works! 

The key to guided practice is a consistent schedule and repetition. If you can get them to 

sit down regularly and play things multiple times, the improvement will be significant! 

Please know that YOU are a crucial part of setting up your child for success in music, and 

we’re here to help you. 

If you have questions or struggles, please feel free to reach out to us. 

 

Mrs. Castellano & Mrs. Hyatt 

Music Department 
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Torrington Area Families for Autism Y Planning 

Across The Spectrum  

Presentan una proyección GRATUITA de "Life 

Animated" (Vida Animada) 

 

 

El miércoles 4 de diciembre de 5:30 a 8:00 pm en el 

Auditorio de Torrington Middle School 
200 Middle School Drive en Torrington 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

La película es seguida por una sesión de Preguntas y 

Respuestas 

¡Se servirán Palomitas y Refrescos! 

Traiga a los niños y disfrute de la maravillosa 

experiencia de ver este documental bellamente hecho. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Por favor Confirme su Asistencia a Christina al 860-

759-3043 O Danielle al 860-480-8161 
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Southwest students honor our Veterans 
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On November 8 students and staff members invited extended family members 

who served in the military to our school so we could express our appreciation 

to them for their service to our country.  Over 40 members of the military 

were able to join us for our Veterans Day program. 
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Here are some pictures of our Southwest Family celebrating and appreciating 

each other with some fun activities prior to Thanksgiving break. 
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We LOVE our Southwest turkeys! 😊 
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Parent’s Corner 
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Carl Bozenski Christmas Village Parade on Sunday, December 8th 

Should you wish to participate you and your child(ren) need to arrive in the parking lot of 

Fuessenich Park at 12 noon on Sunday, December 8th.  Parents/guardians who participate in the 

Christmas Village Parade will be responsible for their own child(ren) throughout this event. Children 

must have a parent/guardian present to participate in this event. Thank you so much for your time 

and support.  We look forward to seeing you and your child at the parade!   

Si desea participar, usted y su(s) niño(s) deben  llegar al estacionamiento del Parque Fuessenich a 

las  12 del mediodía el domingo, 8 de diciembre.  Los padres/guardianes que participen en la 

Parada de la Aldea Navideña serán responsables por sus propios niños a través de todo el evento. 

Los niños deben tener un padre/guardian presente para participar de este evento. Muchas gracias 

por su tiempo y apoyo. ¡Esperamos verlo a usted y a su niño(a) en la parada!  
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This year our school days are on a five-day rotation, Days A, B, C, D, E.  This 

creative scheduling helps when we share staff members between schools.  Your 

children were informed by their classroom teacher of the days they have their 

specials classes scheduled.  You can find a copy of the calendar with the rotation 

dates on our school website.  Please note that if there is a school cancellation, the 

rotation day will be dropped and we will follow the schedule posted on the 

calendar.  For example, if we have one snow day which occurs on a Day B, when 

we return to school the next day, we will follow a Day C schedule.  If snow days 

occur on the same rotation day throughout the year, we will review towards the 

end of the school year and make adjustments if necessary. 

Please check your student’s 

backpacks on a regular basis for any 

information being sent home.  

School-related forms will also be 

posted on our school website under 

BACKPACK NOTICES.  You will find 

this resource to be handy if your 

child states he or she misplaced a 

form.  You will be able to access the 

form directly from our website.  For 

cost efficiency of resources, we will 

continue to provide paper copies to 

students, yet parents will be able to 

access duplicate copies from the 

website if needed. 
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Attendance is vital to a successful, enriched learning experience.  We are 

excited that we will be recognizing students with 100% attendance each 

month.  One hundred percent attendance is defined as being present 100% of 

the time, no tardies, no dismissals, no absences.  An excused absence, tardy 

or dismissal will not count towards 100% attendance.  Families are 

encouraged to schedule appointments outside of school hours whenever 

possible.  Parents are reminded to submit written documentation for each 

absence.  Written notification is required even when a parent calls to notifiy 

the school of an absence. On the next page you will find a note you may use 

for your convenience.  

Students with perfect attendance for each trimester will be entered into a 

drawing to win a Kindle through the kindness of Horace Mann. 

September Perfect Attendance – 36% 

October Perfect Attendance – 34% 

November Perfect Attendance – 36% 

       

This is our Dragon Trophy.  The homeroom that has the highest 

percentage of students in attendance each week has earned 

the privilege to display this trophy in their classroom.  The students 

get very excited when the winning homeroom is announced over 

the PA system.  Every student’s attendance contributes to their 

homeroom’s tally.  Every student, every day makes a difference. 
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Holiday Store 
Tuesday December 3rd and Wednesday December 4th 

 At Southwest School 5:30-7:00 PM 

Students can shop forolunteers for that night.  

Plptosouthwest@gmail.com 

 
Keep an eye out for yearbook sales!!! 

COMING SOON!!!! 

Please contact the PTO to get involved and support events!     

ptosouthwest@gmail.com 

Looking for ways to volunteer with our PTO?  Please log onto to 

www.tinyurl.com/torringtonpto 

A list of events for the school year are posted along with the times and areas 

in need of volunteers. 

 

mailto:ptosouthwest@gmail.com
mailto:ptosouthwest@gmail.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/torringtonpto
http://www.tinyurl.com/torringtonpto
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3rd & 4th  
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Our Southwest Faculty and Staff would like to 

extend warm holiday greetings to your families 

 

 

 


